Prophetic Protocols and Guidelines Handout
This lesson covers guidelines, protocols, and common pitfalls so that anyone who is ministering in the gift of prophecy can walk, learn, and minister with wisdom and understanding. These instructions will help to keep unity in the body and help the learner grow in maturity. They can also help guard against the pitfalls that others have experienced.
PROTOCOLS:
ALL PROTOCOLS, GUIDELINES AND MINISTRY MUST BE ROOTED IN LOVE!
· Mark 12:29-31 NIV
· 1 Cor. 13:1-3 NIV
Romans 12:9a “Love must be sincere.”
LOVE:
· Love for the body of Christ – “If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.”  1 Cor. 12:26 NIV. LOVE IS PATIENT.

· Love for Non-Believers – LOVE IS KIND.


CHARACTER and INTEGRITY ARE PARAMOUNT!  
The Lord cares MORE about our holiness and integrity than He does about our ministry.
Continually check yourself for:
Jealousy – Love does not envy 1 Corinthians 13:4
 	Pride – Love does not boast and is not proud  1 Corinthians 13:4
Discourteousness –  Love is not rude 1 Corinthians 13:5
Impure motives - Love is not self-seeking 1 Corinthians 13:5
“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, 
but in humility consider others better than yourselves.  Phil. 2:3 NIV
Resentment & unforgiveness – Love keeps no records of wrong  1 Cor. 13:5


Humility – humility before God and mankind; 

Honor and Respect 
· The leadership in place
· Every recipient 
· Others that are operating in the prophetic gift.

Honesty 

“You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.”  Ex. 20:7
Submission 

· Submit to the authorities and leadership over you.
· Authority may not always recognize your gift 
· Do not assume an authority position unless granted.
“Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do whatever is good, to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate and to show true humility toward all men.”  Titus 3:1 NIV
Holiness and Purity 

Humility, honor and respect are marks of a true prophet.
“…godliness has value for all things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come.”  1 Tim. 4:8b NIV
Accountability & Growth 


GUIDELINES:

The FIRST role of a prophet is as an intercessor. 

· Green light 
· Yellow light 
· Red light 

Prophetic words must ALWAYS line up with GOD’S WRITTEN WORD!  


Soulish Words 

NO dates, mates, babies or major life changes.

Also, be very cautious when speaking about healing.

Be mindful of timing! Delivering the right word at the WRONG time is a WRONG WORD!  

Be mindful of touching anyone without their permission.  
· Ask first.  
· Hands, shoulders, knees and feet 
· Your hand on their hands 
· Refrain from heads

Be mindful of ministering to the opposite sex.  

DELIVERING A WORD 
· Use vocabulary that is acceptable to the hearer and builds bridges not walls.  
· Speak naturally.

Love always protects!
· Turn any negative words into positive words 

Love always HOPES!
· Never use words that would humiliate, ostracize, or ruthlessly uncover sin in the life of the receiver  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth! 1 Cor.  13:6

If a word you have given is wrong, be humble enough to apologize for being wrong.  Do not let pride be a snare to your growing to learn to listen correctly.

IN A CORPORATE SETTING:

· HONOR the authority of the house.  

· Discern the climate of the ‘house’.  

· Follow proper channels and procedures. 

· Wait for permission 

Love never fails.  But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away…And now these three remain: faith hope and love.  But the greatest of these is LOVE.  I Cor. 13:8, 13


