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You are the Temple of God. 
Be Holy.
INTRODUCTION

God has always made His presence known to man. His ultimate goal is a loving relationship with us. He is not limited 
or bound by particular structures. He can choose to make His presence known at any time He chooses. When He does 
so, there is increased holiness at that location.

In the Old Testament God:

Walked and talked with Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.

Accepted and rejected the offerings of Cain and Abel.

Walked with Enoch.

Spoke to Noah.

Called Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to His service and guided them in all their ways.

Spoke to Moses from the burning bush, where God told Moses to take off his shoes because the ground on which he 
was standing was holy.

Led the Israelite nation out of Egypt and miraculously sustained them through 40 years of wandering. He made His 
presence known through a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.

Lesson 19



EVENTUALLY, GOD CHOSE TO MANIFEST HIS PRESENCE IN A 
PHYSICAL DWELLING, WHICH HE DESIGNED SPECIFICALLY FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.

1. The Tabernacle at Mount Sinai. God gave instructions to Moses for the construction of this tent. His presence 
was evident by the cloud by day, and the pillar of fire by night. His divine glory filled the tent in the area known 
as The Holy of Holies.

Then the cloud covered the Tabernacle, and the glory of the Lord filled the 
Tabernacle. Moses could no longer enter the Tabernacle because the cloud 
had settled down over it, and the glory of the Lord filled the Tabernacle. 
Now whenever the cloud lifted from the Tabernacle, the people of Israel 
would set out on their journey, following it. But if the cloud did not rise, 
they remained where they were until it lifted. The cloud of The Lord hovered 
over the Tabernacle during the day, and at night fire glowed inside the cloud 
so the whole family of Israel could see it. This continued throughout all 
their journeys. Exodus 40:34-38 (NLT)

2. Solomon’s Temple. This was built by David’s son, King Solomon. It was the most grand and luxurious structure 
ever built, and it was filled with the glory of the Lord for centuries. 

When Solomon finished praying, fire flashed down from heaven and burned 
up the burnt offerings and sacrifices, and the glorious presence of the Lord 
filled the temple. The priests could not enter the Temple of the Lord because 
the glorious presence of the Lord filled it. When all the people of Israel 
saw the fire coming down and the glorious presence of the Lord filling the 
Temple, they fell face down on the ground and worshipped and praised the 
Lord… 2 Chronicles 7:1-3 (NLT)

Sadly, Solomon’s temple was destroyed in 587 BCE. As we continue in the lesson, we will see that God will not occupy 
a space that is not holy unto Him.

WHY DID GOD ALLOW SOLOMON’S TEMPLE TO BE DESTROYED?

The Israelites defiled their temple by committing sins of idolatry, adultery, lust, anger, hatred, strife, and envy. Within 
the walls of the temple they exhibited drunken and loud behavior, and acted in ways that offended the Lord. They 
neither listened to nor obeyed God’s Word.

The Israelites mocked and laughed at God’s messengers for their true and serious warnings about how they were 
living lifestyles opposite of God’s ways. They treated God’s prophets as enemies.

The Israelites rebelled against the government they had vowed to serve.
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But if you or your descendants abandon me and disobey the decrees and 
commands I have given you, and if you serve and worship other gods, then I 
will uproot the people from this land that I have given them. I will reject this 
Temple that I have made holy to honor my name. I will make it an object of 
mockery and ridicule among the nations. 2 Chronicles 7:19-20 (NLT)

Because of the Israelite’s decisions to rebel against God, and desecrate His holy dwelling, He allowed this most 
awesome structure to be completely destroyed. There is no record of God’s glorious presence ever occupying an 
earthly building again.

But, God is not bound by earthly structures…

GOD’S PRESENCE RETURNS TO MANKIND WITH THE BIRTH OF 
JESUS.

That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their 
flocks of sheep. Suddenly, and angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the 
radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were terrified. 
Luke 2:8-9 (NLT)

Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. About 
that time some wise men from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, “Where 
is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw His star as it rose, and we have come to 
worship Him.” Matthew 2:1-2 (NLT)

So the Word became human and made His home among us. He was full of unfailing 
love and faithfulness. And we have seen His glory, the glory of the Father’s 
one and only Son. John 1:14 (NLT)

AFTER THE DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS, GOD’S 
PRESENCE COMES TO DWELL WITHIN US AS HOLY SPIRIT.

“…And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Advocate, who will 
never leave you. He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth. The world 
cannot receive Him, because it isn’t looking for Him and doesn’t recognize 
Him. But you know Him, because He lives with you now and later will be in you.” 
John 14:16-17 (NLT)

Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives 
in you and was given to you by God? You do not belong to yourself, for God 
bought you with a high price. So you must honor God with your body. 
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (NLT)
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Don’t you realize that all of you together are the temple of God and that the 
Spirit of God lives in you? God will destroy anyone who destroys this temple. For 
God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple. I Corinthians 3:16-17 (NLT)

CONCLUSION

 How do you maintain a polished temple, fit for the glory of God to dwell within?

This is not a one-time event. It is a daily exercise, smoothing the rough places in our lives to make them acceptable 
to the Lord. God wants our temples to be so glorious that the world admires and seeks to be like the places in which 
He dwells.

Do we guard our thoughts, speech, and actions in order to be pure before God?

Do we check ourselves against pride and self-righteous attitudes?

Are we greedy… hoarding our money and possessions instead of using them to bless others?

Are we reading the Bible daily, filling up with His Word and instructions for our life? Are we living according to God’s 
commandments and principles?

Do we forgive others quickly, being certain not to hold a grudge?

Do we exercise The Golden Rule, treating others the way we wish to be treated?

Do we walk in peace and unity with family, friends, and the world around us?

Do we invite Holy Spirit to fill us up, so that we may overflow in His presence to the world around us? Do we walk in 
close companionship with Holy Spirit, seeking His guidance in all that we do?

When we accept Jesus as our Savior, and commit our lives to Him, Holy Spirit comes to live in our hearts. Our body 
becomes the temple of Holy Spirit. It is Holy Spirit who helps us to live in ways that are pleasing to God. There is not a 
believer alive who can walk according to the check list above without the help of Holy Spirit. It is the call of Holy Spirit 
to help us to grow as image bearers of Christ, as a dwelling abode for Him. 

But now you must be holy in everything you do, just as God who chose you is 
holy…You must be holy because I am holy. 1 Peter 1:15-16 (NLT)

Our body is is now the physical dwelling place for 
the glory of God. We are the temple of God. His 
Spirit lives in our spirit. 
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