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Fire & Holy Spirit Baptisms
FIRE BAPTISM

Where is it mentioned in scripture? 

John answered their questions by saying, “I baptize you with water; but 
someone is coming soon who is greater than I am—so much greater that I’m 
not even worthy to be his slave and untie the straps of his sandals. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. He is ready to separate the 
chaff from the wheat with his winnowing fork. Then he will clean up the 
threshing area, gathering the wheat into his barn but burning the chaff 
with never-ending fire.” Luke 3:16-17 (NLT)

“I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is 
more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in His 
hand, and He will clear His threshing floor, gathering His wheat into the 
barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
Matthew 3:11-12 (NIV)

“I’m baptizing you here in the river, turning your old life in for a kingdom 
life. The real action comes next: The main character in this drama—compared 
to him I’m a mere stagehand—will ignite the kingdom life within you, a fire 
within you, the Holy Spirit within you, changing you from the inside out. 
He’s going to clean house—make a clean sweep of your lives. He’ll place 
everything true in its proper place before God; everything false he’ll put 
out with the trash to be burned.” Matthew 3:11-12 (MSG)
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It is an immersion in our heart, which causes us to be ignited 
with love for Him. 

Fire baptism will transform us from being lukewarm, to on fire for Him. It prepares 
us to live out the first and greatest commandment: To love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.

As we continually yield to His refining and purifying process, Jesus will continually 
fill us (His temple) with the fullness of His power and glory.

God is Spirit and man communicates and fellowships with God 
through the spirit.

Listen:Listen:
Set a FireSet a Fire
by Jesus Cultureby Jesus Culture

It is an immersion in testing, refining,  and love, which ultimately purifies us so that we can be more completely 
used by God.

In the passages above, John describes Jesus as a discerning judge who will separate the good from the bad. He uses an 
agricultural image that his audience would understand, although it is unfamiliar to us. John is describing the winnowing 
or threshing process farmers utilized to separate husks from grains of wheat. They used winnowing fans (or forks) to toss 
the harvested grain into the air. The chaff (the unwanted husks) would separate from the grain and be lifted away by the 
breeze, while the heavier grain would settle back onto the ground. The farmer could then gather the grain and store it in 
his barn. The worthless chaff would be burned with unquenchable fire.

Fire baptism burns away all the impurities within us. It burns away the old self. It burns away our sinful nature: our 
disobedience, unbelief, and fear. It consumes all that is within us that is contrary to God’s purpose in our life.

This is a continuous process that happens throughout our lives.

HOLY SPIRIT BAPTISM

God created man in His own image. Our spirit is what differentiates us from all other created beings. It is our spirit that 
makes us an image bearer of God. 

“For God is a Spirit, and He longs to have sincere worshippers who 
worship and adore Him in the realm of the Spirit and in truth.” 
John 4:24 (TPT)
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One God in three persons, One Body in three parts, and One Baptism in three ways.

The baptism experiences prepare, equip, and strengthen us for this present, natural life. To be baptized and 
filled with the Holy Spirit is to be immersed with the power and authority that comes from Him in order that we 
can be more thoroughly equipped to live here on planet earth.

Why multiple baptisms? Is not the salvation experience enough?

Salvation is pure and simple. By confessing our sins, asking for forgiveness, and making Jesus the Lord of our life, 
we are saved. By grace God gives us eternal life, and Holy Spirit.

How many baptisms are there?

I baptize you with water, but someone is coming soon who is greater than 
I am- so much greater that I’m not even worthy to be His slave and untie 
the straps of His sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
with fire. Luke 3:16 (NLT)

Once when He was eating with them, He commanded them, “Do not leave 
Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift He promised, as I told 
you before. John baptized with water, but in just a few days you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.” Acts 1:4-5 (NLT)

Jesus was baptized in the Holy Spirit. 

One day when the crowds were being baptized, Jesus himself was baptized. 
As He was praying, the heavens opened, and the Holy Spirit, in bodily 
form, descended on Him like a dove. And a voice from heaven said, 
 “You are my dearly loved Son, and you bring me great joy.” 
Luke 3:21-22 (NLT)
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Holy Spirit baptism is a separate and distinct experience.

Jesus breathes Holy Spirit on the disciples, and they experience new birth.

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were 
together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with you!” After He said this, He showed 
them His hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the 
Lord. Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am 
sending you.” And with that He breathed on them and said, “Receive the 
Holy Spirit.” John 20:19-22 (NIV)

Jesus references an additional outpouring of the Holy Spirit, a separate experience in which they 
will receive power.

“And now I will send the Holy Spirit, just as my Father promised. But stay 
here in the city until the Holy Spirit comes and fills you with power from 
heaven.” Luke 24:49 (NLT)

Once when he was eating with them, he commanded them, “Do not leave 
Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift He promised, as I told you 
before. John baptized with water, but in just a few days you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit.” Acts 1:4-5 (NLT)

“…But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you 
will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere – in Jerusalem, 
throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Act 1:8 (NLT)

The disciples experience receiving Holy Spirit baptism.

On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting together in one 
place. Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a 
mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where they were sitting. Then, 
what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of 
them. And everyone present was filled with Holy Spirit and began speaking 
in other languages, as Holy Spirit gave them this ability. Acts 2:1-4 (NLT)
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Examples of Holy Spirit Baptism:

When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that the people of Samaria had 
accepted the message, they sent Peter and John there. As soon as they 
arrived, they prayed for these new believers to receive Holy Spirit. Holy 
Spirit had not yet come upon any of them, for they had only been baptized 
in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then, Peter and John laid their hands upon 
these believers, and they received Holy Spirit. Acts 8:14-17 (NLT)

Even as Peter was saying these things, Holy Spirit fell upon all who were 
listening to the message. The Jewish believers who came with Peter were 
amazed that the gift of Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles, 
too. For they heard them speaking in other tongues and praising God. 
Acts 10:44-46 (NLT)

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul traveled through the interior regions 
until he reached Ephesus, on the coast, where he found several believers. 
“Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” He asked them. “No,” 
they replied, “we haven’t even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” “Then 
what baptism did you experience?” He asked. And they replied, “The baptism 
of John.” Paul said, “John’s baptism called for repentance from sin. But 
John himself told the people to believe in the one who would come later, 
meaning Jesus.” As soon as they heard this, they were baptized in the name 
of the Lord Jesus. Then when Paul laid his hands on them, Holy Spirit came 
on them, and they spoke in other tongues and prophesied. Acts 19:1-6 (NLT)
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What is so important about speaking in tongues?

When I first came to you, dear brothers and sisters, I didn’t use lofty 
words and impressive wisdom to tell you God’s secret plan. For I decided 
that while I was with you I would forget everything except Jesus Christ, 
the one who was crucified. I came to you in weakness- timid and trembling. 
And my message and my preaching were very plain. Rather than using clever 
and persuasive speeches, I relied only on the power of the Holy Spirit. I 
did this so you would trust not in human wisdom but in the power of God. 
Yet when I am among mature believers, I do speak with words of wisdom, 
but not the kind of wisdom that belongs to this world or to the rulers 
of this world, who are soon forgotten. No, the wisdom we speak of is the 
mystery of God- his plan that was previously hidden, even though he made 
it for our ultimate glory before the world began. But the rulers of this 
world have not understood it; if they had, they would not have crucified 
our glorious Lord. That is what the Scriptures mean when they say,

“No eye has seen, nor ear has heard, and no mind has imagined what God 
has prepared for those who love him.”

But it was to us that God revealed these things by his Spirit. For his Spirit 
searches out everything and shows us God’s deep secrets. No one can know 
a person’s thoughts except the person’s own spirit, and no one can know 
God’s thoughts except God’s own Spirit. And we have received God’s Spirit 
(not the world’s spirit), so we can know the wonderful things God has 
freely given us. When we tell you these things, we do not use words that 
come from human wisdom. Instead, we speak words given us by the Spirit, 
using the Spirit’s words to explain spiritual truths. But people who aren’t 
spiritual can’t receive these truths from God’s spirit. It all sounds foolish 
to them and they can’t understand it, for only those who are spiritual can 
understand what the Spirit means. Those who are spiritual can evaluate 
all things, but they themselves cannot be evaluated by others. For, “Who 
can know the Lord’s thoughts? Who knows enough to teach him?” But we 
understand these things because we have the mind of Christ. 
1 Corinthians 2:1-16 (NLT)
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Is Holy Spirit baptism available for us today? YES!

In the last days, God says I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Acts 2:17(NLT)

This experience did not cease with the original apostles. 

How do we receive Holy Spirit baptism?

Remove all barriers like sin, unforgiveness, pride, and unbelief.

Ask the Lord for the free gift of Holy Spirit. 

If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask him! Luke 11:13 (NIV)

Receive the gift. 

Don’t act thoughtlessly, but understand what the Lord wants you to 
do…be filled with the Holy Spirit. Ephesians 5:17-18 (NLT)

Whatever is good and perfect comes down to us from God our Father… 
James 1:17 (NLT)

Release our prayer language. Stop thinking about it with our minds; allow our heavenly language to flow.

The spirits of prophets are subject to the control of prophets. 
1 Corinthians 14:32 (NIV)

God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he 
has given us. Romans 5:5 (NIV)

For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks. 
Matthew 12:34 (NIV)

Listen:Listen:
Spirit MoveSpirit Move
by Bethel Musicby Bethel Music
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CONCLUSION

WHAT CAN WE PERSONALLY EXPECT AS A RESULT OF HOLY SPIRIT BAPTISM?

Greater manifestation of fruits and gifts

Greater love for Christ and His Word

Greater faith, boldness and power in witnessing

Prayer language

Greater awareness of God’s love for us

Believe and have faith that you will receive!Believe and have faith that you will receive!

And we are confident that He hears us whenever we ask for anything that 
pleases Him. And since we know He hears us when we make our requests, 
we also know that He will give us what we ask for. 
1 John 5:14-15 (NLT)

“I tell you, you can pray for anything, and if you believe that you’ve 
received it, it will be yours.” Mark 11:24 (NLT)
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