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Water Baptism
INTRODUCTION

Baptism is one type of obedience that believers are called to once they have been born again. When most people 
think of baptism, they think of water baptism. But, did you know that scripture references three types of baptism?

WATER BAPTISM

FIRE BAPTISM

HOLY SPIRIT BAPTISM

In this lesson, we will delve deeper into the topic of water baptism. If Jesus himself was baptized, and in the Great 
Commission (Matthew 28:16-20) He commanded His disciples to baptize others, would it not be wise for us to 
understand this concept more fully?

The traditional understanding of water baptism is:

A symbol of death to sin, and new life in righteousness.

An outward demonstration that expresses our inward commitment to follow Jesus as our Lord and Savior.

But, is it just symbolic? Or, is there something more to it? 
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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF WATER

Without water, life on earth would be impossible.

Our planet is composed of more water than land.
The main component of the human body is water.
We need water for drinking and cooking.
The biggest demand on our water supply is with cleaning applications: our bodies, our clothes, our dishes, 
our cars, etc.

Washing dirt away is a pleasure, as well as a necessity. It feels bad to be dirty. In this sense, we are getting closer 
to understanding the significance of Christian water baptism.

THE DEFINITION OF WATER BAPTISM

The Greek word for baptize is baptizo, to make whelmed. Whelm means: to cover with water or other fluid; to 
cover by immersion in something that envelopes on all sides. To cover completely; to immerse deeply. To throw 
over as to cover.

Soak and saturate as well as immerse are appropriate words to use in translating the Greek.

Water baptism is the momentary submerging of the body in water. (Matthew 3:16, John 3:23, Acts 8:38)

THE GREAT COMMISSION

Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
Matthew 28:19 (NLT)

Baptism is an integral part in obeying the Gospel. It is a matter of obedience, but it is more than that.

Baptism is not just something done by us for Him. It is not just a human action. God actually 
works through baptism for our blessing! This is highly significant. God uses water baptism as a 
way to deliver us from our sinful lives into freedom with Christ.

The whole of Scripture emphasizes not what we do for the Lord, but what He does for us. Jesus came to serve 
and not be served. 

“For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others 
and to give His life as a ransom for many.” Matthew 20:28 (NLT)
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BIBLICAL REFERENCES OF WATER BAPTISM

Creation

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was 
formless and empty, and darkness covered the deep waters. And the Spirit 
of God was hovering over the surface of the waters…

Then God said, “Let there be a space between the waters to separate the 
waters of heaven from the waters of the earth.”…    Then God said, “Let 
the waters beneath the sky flow together into one place, so dry ground 
may appear.” Genesis 1:1-2, 6, 9 (NLT)

The earth was covered with water, cleansing it in preparation for God’s glory to come.

Noah’s Ark

…to those who were disobedient long ago when God waited patiently in 
the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, 
eight in all, were saved through water, and this water symbolizes baptism 
that now saves you also- not the removal of dirt from the body but the 
pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ… 1 Peter 3:20b-21 (NIV)

The earth was immersed in water. It was a burial of all evil and a cleansing of the land.

Moses and the Parting of the Red Sea

I don’t want you to forget, dear brothers and sisters, about our ancestors 
in the wilderness long ago. All of them were guided by a cloud that moved 
ahead of them, and all of them walked through the sea on dry ground. 
In the cloud and in the sea, all of them were baptized as followers of 
Moses. All of them ate the same spiritual food, and all of them drank 
the same spiritual water. For they drank from the spiritual rock that 
traveled with them, and that rock was Christ. 1 Corinthians 10:1-4 (NLT)

This is a baptism of deliverance from the enemy and a resurrection to a new position.
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John the Baptist

This messenger was John the Baptist. He was in the wilderness and 
preached that people should be baptized to show that they had repented 
of their sins and turned to God to be forgiven. Mark 1:4 (NLT)

Then Jesus went from Galilee to the Jordan River to be baptized by 
John. But John tried to talk him out of it. “I am the one who needs to 
be baptized by you,” he said, “so why are you coming to me?” But Jesus 
said, “It should be done, for we must carry out all that God requires.” 
So John agreed to baptize him. Matthew 3:13-15 (NLT) 

Jesus was sinless and did not need to be baptized for the remission of sins. His baptism was in obedience to 
the Father. For God’s plan to be perfectly fulfilled, it was necessary for Jesus to be baptized and to be baptized 
specifically by John.

Then John testified, “I saw the Holy Spirit descending like a dove from 
heaven and resting upon Him. I didn’t know He was the one, but when 
God sent me to baptize with water, He told me, “The one on whom 
you see the Spirit descend and rest is the one who will baptize with 
the Holy Spirit. I saw this happen to Jesus, so I testify that He is the 
Chosen One of God.” John 1:32-34 (NLT)

6 ASPECTS OF WATER BAPTISM

1. Cleansing

In Genesis 1 the earth was cleansed in order to prepare for God’s glory.

Both water and blood are used in the Old and New Testament as the two main agents to illustrate God’s 
cleansing. Water is used in cleansing in relation to the different washings of the Law. God gave meticulous 
instructions to His high priests (Day of Atonement), regular priests (before attending a temple service), each 
person attending a temple service and scribes (before speaking Yahweh’s name) about being cleansed.

Three-fourths of the earth is water and the biggest use of water is for cleansing- dirt from bodies, clothes, 
food, etc.

But, Jesus tells us that our greatest need for cleansing is internally. 
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And then He added, “It is what comes from inside that defiles you. For from 
within, out of a person’s heart, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, 
theft, murder, adultery, greed, wickedness, deceit, lustful desires, envy, 
slander, pride, and foolishness. All these vile things come from within; 
they are what defile you.” Mark 7:20-23 (NLT)

2. Burial

Noah’s baptism represents a burial of dead people.

Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into His death? Romans 6:3 (NIV)

Burials are for dead people - for the wages of sin is death. Before we come to Christ, we are slaves to sin. We 
have been in the kingdom of darkness, a tool of the enemy.

Burials make death final!

When we come to Christ and profess Him as our Lord and Savior, we die to our old self. A burial is necessary in 
order to end a life centered on self.

3. Resurrection

Moses’ baptism is a resurrection to a new place.

It is a baptism into a new life and lifestyle.

We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order 
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the 
Father, we too may live a new life. For if we have been united with Him to a 
death like His, we will certainly also be united with Him in a resurrection 
like His. Romans 6:4-5 (NIV)
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4. Deliverance

Moses’ baptism was a deliverance from those who had enslaved them.

We know our old sinful selves were crucified with Christ so that 
sin might lose its power in our lives. We are no longer slaves to sin. 
Romans 6:6 (NLT)

We break bonds with our enemy and are no longer slaves to sin. If we submit to Holy Spirit, we can walk 
free from sin.

5. Identification

We have been baptized WITH Christ, not like Christ. (Romans 6:3-6)

We have been buried WITH Him and have risen WITH Him.

God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might 
become the righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:21 (NIV)

Identification means a close association with a person to the point of sharing their thoughts, feelings, their 
outlook, and character. We have a lifetime to grow in this!

6. In the name of Jesus

And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your 
sins away, calling on His name. Acts 22:16 (NIV)

So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you receive?” “John’s baptism,” 
they replied. Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. 
He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in 
Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. Acts 19:3-5 (NIV)

We exchange our name for His.

We now live His life, not our own.
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Put on Christ:

So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all 
of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 
Christ. Galatians 3:27 (NIV)

…and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true 
righteousness and holiness. Ephesians 4:24 (NIV)

Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against 
the devil’s schemes. Ephesians 6:11 (NIV)

And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together 
in perfect unity. Colossians 3:14 (NIV)

We are told to put on a lot of things, but we cannot do that in our flesh. It is only possible through the power 
of Holy Spirit. It is His work in us.

CONCLUSION

Baptism is neither optional nor irrelevant to the Christian life. It is fundamental to our relationship with Jesus.
It should not be done simply because we are following the faith of our parents. It should be done when we 
have personally determined to totally commit our lives to Jesus. It should be done when we are completely 
sold out for Him, and deeply in love with Him. Get ready girl, for it will absolutely change your life!

We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in 
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the 
glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. Romans 6:4 (NIV)

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old 
has gone, the new is here. 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV)

Baptism is a place where the seen and unseen miracles can occur- miracles of the heart, the soul, even the 
body.
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